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9:10 am - 10:10 am Keynote Presentation 
 
Australian National Child Hearing Health Outcomes Registry (ANCHOR) 
 
Valerie Sung, MBBS(Hons), FRACP, MPH, Ph.D., GAICD 
 
Associate Professor Valerie Sung is a consultant paediatrician at Melbourne’s Royal Children's 
Hospital, Principal Research Fellow and Co-Group Leader at the Murdoch Children's Research 
Institute, and Honorary Clinical Associate Professor at the University of Melbourne. Her clinical 
and research program on child deafness was recognised by a 2019 L'Oréal-UNESCO Australia For 
Women in Science Fellowship. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Grants, National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Grants (Investigator, 
Hearing Health Targeted Call for Research, Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies) 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
10:30 am - 11:00 am Concurrent Session 
Demographics Affecting LSL Acquisition of DHH Children 
 
Brynne Powell, PhD 
 
Brynne Powell is a clinical assistant professor and the director of the graduate deaf education 
program at St. Joseph’s University. She received her PhD in deaf education at Teachers College, 
Columbia University. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried Employee, St. Joseph's University 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Gabby Schlieman, M.A. 
 



Gabby Schlieman is a teacher of the deaf in the preschool program at Clarke Schools for Hearing 
and Speech in Philadelphia. She received her Master of Arts in deaf education from Fontbonne 
University. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Employee at Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech Pennsylvania 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
10:30 am - 11:00 am Concurrent Session 
 
Hearing Loss and the Vestibular System: Interdisciplinary Approach  
 
Sofia Fernandez Becerra, Terapista Ocupacional 
 
Sofía Fernández Becerra, Occupational Therapist (UNSAM). Certified in Sensory Integration by 
the University of Southern California. Professor at the UCA, specialist in pediatric care, hearing 
loss and child development, with an outstanding clinical and academic career 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried Employee, Employed at IOM, UCA University and Professional Fees for Support 
Benefits 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 

 
 
10:30 am - 11:00 am Concurrent Session 
 
Supporting Audiological Management for Listening Outcomes 
 
Yi-ping Chang, Ph.D. 
 
Yi-ping Chang, Ph.D., is director of the Speech and Hearing Science Research Institute at 
Children’s Hearing Foundation and adjunct assistant professor at Mackay Medical University. 
Her work focuses on pediatric hearing and spoken language development. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, Children's Hearing Foundation 
 



Non-Financial Disclosures: 
None 

 

 
 
11:00 am - 11:30 am Concurrent Session 
 
Supporting Equitable Pediatric Hearing Care in Africa 
 
Sarah Lange, BA (Speech Pathology and Audiology) 
 
Sarah Lange is an audiologist/speech-language therapist with 20 years’ experience in 
paediatrics. She has worked in the UK and South Africa in education, hospitals and private 
practice. Sarah has additional qualification in cochlear implantation. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Carel du Toit Centre - salaried employee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Barbara Kellett, B.Speech Path & Audiology / LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Barbara Kellett qualified as a Speech-Language Therapist and Audiologist and is one of the first 
LSLScertAVTs in South Africa. She has over 25 years of experience and supports families from 
across Africa. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 

 
 
11:00 am - 11:30 am Concurrent Session 
 
Coaching Parents on Using Repeatable Line Books 
 
Sharon Fairbourn, M.A., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVEd 
 
Sharon Fairbourn is the early interventionist, tele-interventionist, and a grad student mentor for 
Sound Beginnings at Utah State University. She is a speech language pathologist and Certified 
Auditory Verbal Educator. 
 



Financial Disclosures: 
 I am a full time employee of Utah State University. I did not receive any money or 
incentives for presenting this material. 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Kaitlin Dean, MEd 
 
Kaitlin Dean recently completed her master's degree in Deaf Education at Utah State University 
with an emphasis in Listening and Spoken Language. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
11:00 am - 11:30 am Concurrent Session 
 
The Auditory Brain: Stories for Children 
 
Carol Flexer, PhD, CCC-A, LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Carol Flexer, PhD, CCC-A, LSLS Cert. AVT is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Audiology, The 
University of Akron, an international lecturer in pediatric audiology, and an author of more than 
155 publications including 17 books. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Hearing First -- I do some part-time contract work for them. 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Board of Director for the Alexander Graham Bell Association 
 
Lilian Flores, PhD, LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Lilian Flores, PhD, LSLS Cert. AVT is a Speech Pathologist. She has a master's degree in 
educational technology, a Ph.D. in Pedagogy, and is the author of six books and an App related 
to rehabilitation. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 



 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Co-chair, Symposium Education Advisory Committee 
 

 
 
11:00 am - 11:30 am Concurrent Session 
 
Pre-Cochlear Implant Hearing Aids in Children 
 
Paula Quiroga, Lic. LSLS cert. AVT 
 
PAULA QUIROGA, LSLS Cert. AVT - Speech Therapist - Licentiate Education for the Deaf and 
Impaired of Language. Deputy Director of the Oral Modelo Institute. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Paid Employee, Instituto oral modelo 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Belen Alvares, Lic. LSLS cert AVT 
 
M. BELEN ALVARES, LSLS Cert. AVT - Lic Phonoaudiology - Esp. in Early Stimulation and 
Intervention. Transdisciplinary team Instituto Oral Modelo 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Hear Kenya: Building Local Capacity Through Teletherapy 
 
Julie Cooper, MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Julie Cooper is Executive Director of the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing Loss. She 
founded the Listen to Me!® Conference at Stanford University and leads its expansion to 
Hawai‘i, Kenya, and other international regions. 
 



Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Serves as Executive Director of the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing Loss, a 
nonprofit organization that developed the Listen to Me!® program and related initiatives 
discussed in this presentation. Research data presented were conducted in collaboration with 
Stanford University under IRB approval. 

 
Serah Ndegwa, MAud 
 
Serah Ndegwa directs the Diploma in Clinical Audiology and Public Health Otology at the 
University of Nairobi and serves as Audiology Director for Hear Kenya, advancing cochlear 
implant rehabilitation and healthcare capacity across sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 I serve as Audiology Director for the Hear Kenya Initiative, a volunteer partnership with 
the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing Loss. 
 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
AI as a Bridge: Accessible Parent Education 
 
Hia Abdelqader, MA, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Hia Abdelqader, MA, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd, is Senior Education Specialist at the NYU Cochlear 
Implant Center, collaborating across disciplines to bridge clinical care and education, ensuring 
equitable supports & optimal outcomes for deaf & hard-of-hearing children. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, NYU Grossman School of Medicine, Cochlear Implant Center 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

New York & New Jersey EHDI Advisory Board - volunteer advisory member;  NY Deaf 
Blind Collaborative 
 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Concurrent Session 



 
Post-Cochlear Implant Challenges in Children 
 
Marina Alietti, Lic. 
 
Degree in Speech and Language Pathology from the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Educational Audiologist from the Instituto Oral Modelo de Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Paid Employee, Instituto oral modelo 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Cochlear Implants in Infants Under 9 Months 
 
Shani Dettman, PhD, M.Ed, BASc., Speech Pathology, AVT-Cert 
 
Associate Professor Shani Dettman worked at the Cochlear Implant Clinic (Royal Victorian Eye 
and Ear Hospital 1987-2005) and is currently clinical researcher at the University of Melbourne, 
focusing on outcomes for children with hearing loss. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Functional Priorities: Empowering Intervention for Multiple Diagnosis 
 
Kaytie Cook-Ward, M. Ed 
 
Kaytie Cook-Ward earned her M.Ed from the Utah State LSL program.  She is passionate about 
providing services to rural communities and working towards quality inclusion programming 
through the support of multidisciplinary teams in Alberta, Canada. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 



 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 

 
 
12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Auditory Neuroscience: Spoken Language and Reading Development 
 
Jace Wolfe, Ph.D., CCC-A 
 
Jace Wolfe, Ph.D., is the Senior Vice President of Innovation at the Oberkotter Foundation. He is 
also a pediatric and cochlear implant audiologist with 28 years of experience in the field. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee,  Oberkotter Foundation 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Teresa Caraway, Ph.D., CCC-CLP, LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Teresa Caraway is the CEO of the Oberkotter Foundation and Hearing First. She is a speech-
language pathologist and LSLS cert AVT with over 40 years of experience in the field. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

Receive compensation as CEO of the Oberkotter Foundation  
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Member and hold CCC-SP from ASHA; LSLS Cert. AVT AG Bell Academy; Member of ACIA  

 
12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Routines to Real Life: Strategies in Action 
 
Julie Cooper, MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Julie Cooper is Executive Director of the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing Loss. She 
founded the Listen to Me!® Conference at Stanford University and leads its expansion to 
Hawai‘i, Kenya, and other international regions. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 



 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Serves as Executive Director of the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing Loss, a 
nonprofit organization that developed the Listen to Me!® program and related initiatives 
discussed in this presentation. Research data presented were conducted in collab 
 
Caroline Montgomery, M.S., CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Caroline Montgomery is a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist and Teacher of the Deaf 
who co-leads curriculum design and training for Listen to Me!® programs, supporting families 
and professionals across the U.S., Hawai‘i, and Kenya. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Serves as Senior Development Strategist at the Baker Institute for Children with Hearing 
Loss and co-leads curriculum design and professional training for the Listen to Me!® program, 
which is discussed in this presentation. Receives a salary from the Baker Institute. 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Concurrent Session 
 
So You Want To Change the World? 
 
Teri Ouellette, MSEd, LSLS Cert AVEd 
 
Teri recently retired as director of St. Joseph Institute Indianapolis.   She has worked with 
children for over 40 years, is past president of the AG Bell Academy board, serves as adjunct 
faculty, and presents internationally. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
2:15 pm - 3:45 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Family Centered Early Intervention for AVT 
 
Trudy Smith, LSLS Cert AVT 



 
Trudy Smith is Manager of Continuing Professional Education, NextSense. She is a ToD and LSLS 
Cert AVT who has coached and guided students, families, teachers, and allied health 
professionals in Australia and around the World. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Co-chair of Symposium Education Advisory Committee 
 

 
 
2:15 pm - 3:45 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Assessing Perception for Straightforward and Complex Cases 
 
Joan Hewitt, CCC-A 
 
Joan Hewitt, AuD is a pediatric audiologist and university faculty member with advanced 
degrees in audiology and auditory/oral education of the deaf. She has 35+ years’ experience 
providing educational and audiological services for hearing loss. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Employee: Project TALK, CSUSM Speaking Fee: Eli Lilly 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Jane Madell, CCC-A/SLP 
 
Jane Madell is a renowned audiologist, speech-language pathologist, and certified LSLS 
therapist. Her clinical and research interests include hearing loss in infants and children and 
management of severe/profound hearing loss with HAs, CIs, and DMs. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Member, AG Bell Board of Directors; Co-Chair, Symposium Education Advisory 
Committee 
 

 
 



2:15 pm - 3:45 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Ling Consortium: International Refocus and Outreach 
 
Marietta Paterson, Ed.D., CED 
 
Marietta Paterson, Ed.D., CED, is Professor Emeritus, University of Southern Mississippi. Trained 
and taught with Ling, she has written, taught and presented on auditory language development, 
speech acoustics, speech assessment/teaching in US, Canada and Australia. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Trudy Smith, ToD, LSLS Cert AVT, Phd Candidate 
 
Trudy Smith, ToD, LSLS Cert AVT, PhD Candidate, is Manager, Continuing Professional Education, 
NextSense Institute, Australia.  She coaches families, teachers and allied health professionals 
globally, and serves on the Family Centred Early Intervention Executive Committee. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Co-chair of Symposium Education Advisory Commmittee 
 
Mary McGinnis, PhD Candidate, LSLS Certified AVT 
 
Mary McGinnis, PhD Candidate, LSLS Cert AVT, former Director of John Tracy Center Graduate 
Program, current clinical faculty.  Consults with families and agencies around the world on 
family-centered education, auditory skills, speech and speech acoustics 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 John Tracy Center publishes/sells the Ling Speech Cards, which I edited 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Volunteer consulting, John Tracy Clinic 
 
Fernanda Hinojosa, Ph.D., LSLS Cert AVT 

 



Maria Fernanda Hinojosa Ph.D., LSLS Cert AVT, provides auditory-verbal services in Mexico as 
Director of Aurea Lab. She is a member of the A.G. Bell Board; the Ling Consortium, and 
collaborates with John Tracy Center. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Volunteer teaching and speaking; Volunteer Board or Committee membership; 
Volunteer consulting; Volunteer membership on task force or review panels; Ownership of a 
rehab center that uses Ling materials and techniques; JTC's Ling Cards 
 
Christina Perigoe, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, CED, LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Christina Perigoe, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, CED, LSLS Cert AVT is Professor Emeritus, University of 
Southern Mississippi. Trained by Ling, she and co-presented the video “Phonetic Level Speech 
Teaching” and presents on speech production and LSL strategies. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
2:15 pm - 3:45 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Starting with Babies 
 
Jace Wolfe, Ph.D., CCC-A 
 
Jace Wolfe, Ph.D., is the Senior Vice President of Innovation at the Oberkotter Foundation. He is 
also a pediatric and cochlear implant audiologist with 28 years of experience in the field. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee,  Oberkotter Foundation 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Teresa Caraway, Ph.D., CCC-CLP, LSLS Cert AVT 
 



Teresa Caraway is the CEO of the Oberkotter Foundation and Hearing First. She is a speech-
language pathologist and LSLS cert AVT with over 40 years of experience in the field. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

Receive compensation as CEO of the Oberkotter Foundation  
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Member and hold CCC-SP from ASHA; LSLS Cert. AVT AG Bell Academy; Member of ACIA 
 
 
 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Keynote Presentation 
 
Literacy Development in Preschoolers who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
Erin Ingvalson, PhD 
 
Erin Ingvalson, Ph.D., is a Research Associate Professor in Speech and Hearing Sciences at the 
University of Washington where she directs the Listen and Learn Lab. Recent work in her lab has 
focused on understanding how children who are deaf and hard of hearing learn spoken 
language and develop literacy skills. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee of the University of Washington; PI on NIDCD RDC017984 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
5:15 pm - 6:00 pm 
 
Innovations in Hearing: Lily 
 

 
 
 

Friday, June 5, 2026 

 
8:30 am - 9:30 am Keynote Presentation 
 
Treating the Whole Child: When It’s More than Hearing 
 
Chrisanda Sanchez, AuD 



 
Chrisanda Sanchez, Au.D., is Director of the Children’s Hearing Program at the University of 
Miami Ear Institute and Associate Professor of Clinical Otolaryngology and Pediatrics. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Employee, University of Miami; Research grant, Cochlear Americas 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 

 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Reading Between the Lines: Hidden Clinical Insights 
 
Sarah Lange, BA (Speech Pathology and Audiology) 
 
Sarah Lange is an audiologist/speech-language therapist with 20 years’ experience in 
paediatrics. She has worked in the UK and South Africa in education, hospitals and private 
practice. Sarah has additional qualification in cochlear implantation. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Carel du Toit Centre - salaried employee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Lisa Barnard, BSc OT, MSc, SI 
 
Lisa Barnard, an Ayres Sensory Integration® Certified Occupational Therapist, holds a BSc and a 
Master’s in Early Childhood Intervention. She has 19 years of experience including 
DIR®/Floortime and is EASI certification. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Running Support Groups for Children with Hearing Loss 



 
Jane Madell, PhD, CCC-A/SLP, LSLSAVT 
 
Dr. Jane Madell is an audiologist, SLP, and LSLS AVT with clinical/research interests focusing on 
hearing in infants and young children. She consults with families, school districts and clinical 
programs. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Member, AG Bell Board of Directors; Co-Chair, Symposium Education Advisory 
Committee 

 
 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Listening and Spoken Language and Multidisciplinary Evaluations 
 
Kelsey Large, PhD, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Kelsey is currently a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist at the Center for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Education. She holds a MA in Deaf Education and a PhD in Special Education. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee of the Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Education at the Indiana 
Department of Health 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Jaqueline D. Hall-Katter, MS CCC-SLP, BCS-CL 
 
Jacqueline D. Hall-Katter is a speech-language pathologist and board-certified specialist in child 
language with a certification in cultural and linguist diversity. She has worked exclusively with 
deaf and hard of hearing children for 28 years. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Education 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 



 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Growing Our Own: Building the Next Generation 
 
Alexandria Mestres, MSEd 
 
Alexandria Mestres holds degrees in Deaf/HH education and Applied Learning Sciences.She is 
currently working as the Educational. Specialist for the University of Miami as well as working as 
D/HH Specialist for Charter Schools. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, University of Miami, Academica Charter Schools, Charter Schools 
USA 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Volunteer, AG Bell Florida board member, AG Bell Scholarship committee 
 
Jenna Voss, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Jenna Voss, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd, directs Butler University’s MA in Deaf Education. A 
compassionate educator, author, and international presenter, she mentors professionals to 
advance equitable, family-centered, listening and spoken language practices. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, Butler University employee; OSEP 325K Grantee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 Volunteer, Council on Education of the Deaf; AG Bell Academy - Bridging Course 
Committee member 
 

 
 
12:30 pm - 1:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Collaboration Over Competition: Building Partnerships in LSL 
 
Nicole Schonauer, M.A, CCC-SLPM LSLS CERT. AVEd 
 
Nicole Schonauer is a speech-language pathologist and LSLS Certified Auditory-Verbal Educator 
at the University of Akron. She coordinates clinical training experiences for graduate students 
serving children with hearing loss. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 



 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Lindy Powell, M.Ed., LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Lindy Powell is Chief Program Officer at St. Joseph Hearing & Speech in Indianapolis, where she 
oversees listening and spoken language programs, professional mentoring, and community 
partnerships supporting children with hearing loss. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Employee, St. Joseph's University 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 

 
 
12:30 pm - 1:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Strengthening Listening Foundations through Sensory Informed Intervention 
 
Lisa Barnard, BSC OT 
 
Lisa Barnard, an Ayres Sensory Integration® Certified Occupational Therapist, holds a BSc and a 
Master’s in Early Childhood Intervention. She has 19 years of experience including 
DIR®/Floortime and is EASI certification. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Barbra Kellet, LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Barbara Kellett qualified as a Speech-Language Therapist and Audiologist and is one of the first 
LSLScertAVTs in South Africa.  She has over 25 years of experience and supports families from 
across Africa. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 



 None 
 
Sarah Lange, BA (Speech Pathology and Audiology) 
 
Sarah Lange is an audiologist/speech-language therapist with 20 years’ experience in 
paediatrics. She has worked in the UK and South Africa in education, hospitals and private 
practice. Sarah has additional qualification in cochlear implantation. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Carel du Toit Centre - salaried employee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 

 
 
12:30 pm - 1:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Heigh-Ho! Mining for Listening & Language Gems 
 
Jeanette Smoot, M.S. CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Jeanette Smoot is a Speech Language Pathologist and LSLS Cert. AVEd.  Graduate student 
mentoring and parent coaching have been key aspects of her role in the Sound Beginnings 
program at Utah State University since 2011. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Full time employee at Utah State University 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Sharon Fairbourn, M.A., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Sharon Fairbourn is the early interventionist and tele-interventionist and grad student mentor 
for Sound Beginnings at Utah State University. She is a speech language pathologist and certified 
as a LSLS Cert AVEd. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 I am full time employee at Utah State University. I did not receive any money or services 
for presenting this material 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 



Teena Young, M.Ed. 
 
Teena Young holds a B.S. in Audiology, an M.Ed. in Deaf Education and is pursuing LSLS 
certification.  She teaches preschool and supervises graduate students at the Sound Beginnings 
program at Utah State University. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

Salaried employee, Utah State University 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
 
12:30 pm - 1:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
We Missed EI Services, Now What? 
 
Liz Fales, Ed.D., CED. LSLS Cert. AVEd. 
 
Dr. Fales is the School Coordinator at The Moog Center for Deaf Education. She has extensive 
experience teaching children who are deaf or hard of hearing, supporting families and 
professionals, and collaborating with school districts. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, The Moog Center for Deaf Education 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Michelle Graham, M.S., CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Michelle Graham is a Listening and Spoken Language Specialist with extensive experience 
providing early intervention and teletherapy services for children.  She excels at partnering with 
families and school district professionals, providing coaching of LSL strategies. 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Poster + Podium Presentations 
 



Partnering for Possibility: Advancing LSL Preparation 
 
Jenna Voss, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert AVEd. 
 
Jenna Voss, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd, directs Butler University’s MA in Deaf Education. A 
compassionate educator, author, and international presenter, she mentors professionals to 
advance equitable, family-centered, listening and spoken language practices. 
www.jennavoss.com 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, Butler University employee; OSEP 325K Grantee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Volunteer, Council on Education of the Deaf; AG Bell Academy - Bridging Course 
Committee member 
 
Resources: Genetic Hearing Loss, Testing, & Studies 
 
Paul Sommer, MBA, CPXP 
 
Paul has spent 20-plus years leading patient experience, engagement, education, and advocacy 
for life science companies and a large health system and served on boards of AG Bell and Helen 
Beebe Speech & Hearing Center. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
"HEAR" from the Hearing-Impaired 
 
Madison Flanagan, Student 
 
Madison Flanagan is an International Baccalaureate (IB) student at Palmer Trinity School in 
Miami, Florida. She has bilateral severe sensorineural hearing loss and is a successful hearing 
aid user. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 



Genetic Hearing Loss: Counseling and Other Considerations 
 
Cara Barnett, MS, CGC 
 
Cara Barnett is a licensed genetic counselor with experience in pediatric and adult genetics. She 
is passionate about equitable access to genetics services, understanding patient and family 
experiences with genetics, and supporting discussions regarding gene therapy for newborn 
hearing loss. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Consultant for Regeneron Pharmaceuticals. Research presented is independent of that 
relationship. 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Advisor for Connor Shemenski's Masters in Genetic Counseling project re deaf 
community's attitudes re gene therapy for hearing loss 

 
 
Piloting Pediatric Listening and Spoken Language Groups 
 
Sabrina Belen, MS, CCC-SLP 
 
Sabrina Belen, MS, CCC-SLP is a clinical speech-language pathologist whose specialities include 
pediatric speech and language disorders and voice and resonance disorders. She is also 
experienced intreating patients and hearing, aphasia, and cognitive-linguistic deficits. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

Salaried Employee for Weill Cornell Medicine. 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 

 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
 
Single-Word Vocabulary Practice: It Makes a Difference 
 
Betsy Moog Brooks, Ed.D., LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Betsy is the Executive Director at The Moog Center. Betsy continues to work directly with 
children and families and provides consulting to professionals, specifically working to increase 
vocabulary instruction to improve language and academic performance. 
 



Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee, The Moog Center for Deaf Education 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Empowering Growth Through Strength-Based Mentoring and Coaching 
 
Kristin Schaaf, M.A., CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Kristin, a Listening & Spoken Language Specialist and Speech-Language Pathologist at St. Joseph 
Hearing + Speech in Indianapolis, has 19 years’ experience supporting deaf and hard-of-hearing 
children, mentoring families and professionals in LSL using strength-based coaching. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 I am employed as a LSL Provider, SLP, and Professional Learning Coordinator at St. Joseph 
Hearing + Speech 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Volunteer, a member of the AG Bell Professional Learning Mentoring Committee 
 

 
 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Beyond Techniques: Practitioner Beliefs Shape Caregiver Coaching 
 
Dorie Noll, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd 
 
Dorie Noll, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd, is a deaf educator and faculty member at Utah State 
University. She focuses on early intervention and teacher preparation and serves on the AG Bell 
Academy Board. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Concurrent Session 



 
Learning and Practicing the Fundamentals of Advocacy 
 
Gabriella Morreale 

 

Gabriella holds a bachelor's degree in Communication Studies from Davidson College and has 

been involved in disability advocacy work for five years, using her own hearing loss experience 

to inform her work at AG Bell. 

 
Financial Disclosures: 

Consultant, AG Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Joni Alberg, PhD 
 
Joni Y. Alberg, Ph.D. is AG Bell's Senior Development & Operations Specialist, bringing strategic 
expertise in organizational growth, program development, and operational excellence. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

Consultant, AG Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Leslie Guzman, M.A, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Leslie Guzman is a bilingual, pediatric speech-language pathologist and listening and spoken 
language specialist. She currently works with the Hearing Loss Clinic/Cochlear Implant Team and 
the Cleft and Craniofacial Team at the University of New Mexico Hospital. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Nick Fina, Ed.D. 
 
Nick Fina is the project leader for Choices Delaware, a grassroots organization of parents, 

educators, and health care professionals founded in 2009.  He holds a doctorate in education 

from the University of Delaware. 



 
Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Project leader for Choices Delaware, a group that advocates for families. 

 
 
4:00 pm - 4:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Starting the Hearing Journey: Families Inspiring Families 
 
Maki Massone, M.S. LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Teacher for the Deaf and Speech Language Pathologist. Specialization in Audiology. University 
Professor of Audiological Therapy. Founder and Coordinator of the "San Isidro Therapeutic 
Team". Co-author of the book "Auditory Verbal Practice in Latin America". 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Consultant for Advanced Bionics 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Nora Gardilcic, M.S. LSLS Cert. AVT 
 
Speech-Language Pathologist, University of Chile; Master's in Audiology, Andrés Bello University 
(Chile); LSLS Cert. AVT®. Director and co-founder of the AUDILEN center. Co-author of the book 
"Auditory-Verbal Practice in Latin America." 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Consultant, Advanced Bionics 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 

 
 
4:00 pm - 4:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
The Power of Experience: Voices of YLN 
 
Emerson Henry 
 



Emerson Henry is a bilateral cochlear implant user. She is the Program Manager of Youth and 
Community Engagement. Since 2018, she has been involved in AG Bell as a volunteer, counselor, 
intern, and staff member. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 AG Bell Employee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Regan Brady 
 
Regan was born with a profound bilateral hearing loss and has enjoyed being a part of the AG 
Bell community since childhood. She is also an Advocacy Chair for AG Bell's Young Leaders 
Board. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
Volunteer, AG Bell Board of Directors 
 
Gabriella Morreale 

 

Gabriella holds a bachelor's degree in communication studies from Davidson College and has 

been involved in disability advocacy work for five years, using her own hearing loss experience 

to inform her work at AG Bell. 

 
Financial Disclosures: 
Consultant, AG Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
 
4:00 pm - 4:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Understanding Parental Learning in Early Intervention 
 
Melissa Jensen, EdD CED LSLS Cert, AvED 
 



Melissa received her degrees in deaf education from Fontbonne University. She has had the 
opportunity to work in LSL classrooms and in early intervention. She works at JTC providing AVT 
and parent support. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 

 
 
4:00 pm - 4:30 pm Concurrent Session 
 
Engaging Policymakers Through the Power of Speech 
 
Barbara Kellett, B.SpeechPath & Audiology / LSLS Cert AVT 
 
Barbara Kellett qualified as a Speech-Language Therapist and Audiologist and is one of the first 
LSLScertAVTs in South Africa.  She has over 25 years of experience and supports families from 
across Africa. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Sarah Lange, BA (Speech Pathology and Audiology) 
 
Sarah Lange is an audiologist/speech-language therapist with 20 years’ experience in 
paediatrics. She has worked in the UK and South Africa in education, hospitals and private 
practice. Sarah has additional qualification in cochlear implantation. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Carel du Toit Centre - salaried employee 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Jenni Bester, B.Speech and Language Therapy / LSLS cert AVT 
 
Jenni Bester is a qualified speech-language therapist with over 15 years’ experience working 
with children with hearing loss and families.  In 2021 she qualified as one of the first LSLS cert. 
AVT in South Africa. 



 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Salaried employee of the Carel du Toit Centre in Cape Town 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
 None 

 
 
4:50 pm - 5:50 pm Keynote Presentation 
 
Hearing Preservation Cochlear Implantation: An Evolution and Expansion of Hearing Healthcare 
 
Viral Tejani, AuD, PhD 
 
Viral Tejani, Au.D., Ph.D., is a Cochlear Implant Audiologist and Associate Professor of 
Otolaryngology. He provides clinical services and conducts research in cochlear implantation. He 
completed his Au.D. at University of Maryland and his Ph.D. at University of Iowa. He was also 
born with hearing loss and uses hearing aids. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
 Full-time employee of University Hospitals; Consultant for Cochlear Americas; 
Consultant for Objective Hearing; Current / Past recipient of research funding from AAA, ASHA, 
Cochlear Americas, Objective Hearing, NIDCD 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

Member of ACIA & previous co-chair of ACIA conference, member of HLAA, member of 
AGBell (served on scholarship committee and was a previous recipient in undergrad); 
committee memberships in AAA & ASHA 
 

 
 

Saturday, June 6, 2026 

 
8:40 am – 12:30 p.m. Genetic Forum 
 
Genetic Testing for Hearing Loss: Breaking Down Barriers in the Age of Precision Medicine 
 
Shelby Redfield, MS, CGC 
 
Shelby Redfield is a genetic counselor and researcher at Boston Children’s Hospital. She strives 
to integrate genomics into clinical practice and research to improve outcomes and enable 
precision medicine for those with pediatric hearing loss. 
 



Financial Disclosures: 
 None 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 

None 
 
Andrea DeFreese, Aud 
 
Andrea DeFreese is an audiologist and PhD candidate in Hearing Science at Vanderbilt 
University whose research integrates genetics, neuroimaging, and clinical data to understand 
variability in cochlear implant outcomes and advance precision hearing health. 
 
Financial Disclosures: 
American Otological Society Fellowship Grant 
 
Non-Financial Disclosures: 
None 
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